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"More than just a new brand, it represents the 

birth of a new approach, driven by my own 

personal values : innovation, integrity, simplicity & 
pursuing excellence." 

Arnaud Zannier
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Location

Siem Reap, Cambodia

Resort

Phum Baitang

Opened

Sept 2015
Architecture

AW2, Reda Amalou

Concept & Interior Design 
Zannier Hotels &
Geraldine Dohogne

Photographs

Courtesy of Phum Baitang 

Cambodia, and a gateway to the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site Angkor, one of the most important 
archaeological sites in South-East Asia, hundreds of 
Khmer temples dating from the ninth to 15th centu-
ries as well as numerous natural wonders and cultural 
experiences. 
The property’s forty-five spacious villas, twenty-five with 
private terrace and twenty with private plunge pool, 
have been organised in a similar manner to a local 
village. With each wooden and stilted villa inspired 
both inside and out by traditional Cambodian design. 
The décor is minimal but tasteful, with earthy palette 
that give the rooms a light and airy feel. 

einforcing the growing trend towards 
authentic, eco conscious, understated 
luxury with designs which more harmoni-
ously echo their environment, on the 1st 

of September 2015, with minimal fanfare French fash-
ion entrepreneur Arnaud Zannier, of the family owned 
Zannier luxury hotel group, opened his latest addition 
to Cambodia’s burgeoning hospitality market. 

Set in a lush and intimate hideaway within eight acres 
of lush gardens, paddy fields and swaying plantations 
of verdant lemon-grass, Phum Baitang which means 
‘green village’, is a 5* luxury resort near Siem Reap in 

R
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The reception building is stone faced, with subtle 
and delicate carvings. The windows bear no glass 
but are adorned with spindle columns. The tall 
ceilings of the reception are clad in hand carved 
timber panels.
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The sensational 50-metre infinity pool 
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For elegant dining, 
Phum Baitang’s two 

restaurants, one locally 
inspired and the other 
offering international 
cuisine, serve delicious 

meals using fresh organic 
herbs and vegetables from 

the resort’s own 
gardens.

taking pride of place within the resort the transfor-
mation of a 100 year old farmhouse into the main 
bar is wonderful. adorned with antique furnishings, 
rattan wing chairs, pie-crust tables and oriental 
carpets, the detail of the interior is a true testament 
to the talent and attention to detail of the designer.
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dressed in cool cottons and linen with elegant 
handmade wooden furniture all the villas are on 
stilts and reflect traditional Cambodian style with 
luxuries such as ample bathrooms in aged wood 
and stone. Pool Villas come with a private plunge 
pool as well as a lush garden area. 
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simple but supremely tasteful each of the suites made 
with local stone and wood,  have rough stone 
sinks and bathtubs, antique carved headboards, 
a few pottery jars and lantern-style lighting.



34 cocotraie.com © 35cocotraie.com ©

A luxurious and tranquil Spa Temple offers seven treat-
ment rooms, a sauna, steam room and relaxation 
area. A yoga pavilion, fully-equipped fitness room and 
50m outdoor infinity pool complete the resort’s leisure 
facilities. 

Each of Zannier’s properties are infused with a deep 
awareness of local country traditions which makes 
it easier to understand how the way of life and consid-
erations such as climate and local customs have 
a strong influence on construction techniques. 
When one looks closely at the exterior and interior 
design, structure, artwork and furnishings, Phum 
Baitang demonstrates a commitment to doing things 
extremely well and with a focus on attention to the 
detail. The design focus is all about the essentials with 
none of the familiar references to superfluous deco-
ration. The resort features the strong use of natural 
textures, colours and local materials: wood, stone, 
bamboo and thatch, important facets which form 
an integral part of the overall aesthetic. 

There is an emphasis here on creating art from old 
objects, using raw materials which will, as they age, 
display added warmth and character. It is clear to 
see that Phum Baitang is one the finest examples 
of indigenous architecture adapted to offer an 
authentic and yet understated luxurious experience. 

www. phumbaitang.com
email: contact-phumbaitang@zannier.com

tel: +855 (0)63 961 111

o

The Spa Temple creates an atmosphere that reflects 
the designer’s vision of simplicity with Khmer artefacts 
adorning all of the treatment pavilions. this unique 
spa’s interior was fashioned by mixing artisan antiques 
with the dappled, light filled reception space. 
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