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ot Best bed linen

Swiss First Class, Switzerland

02 Tastiest breakfast with the papers
Ottmanngut, Merano

03 Leading lounge concept
Cathay Pacific, Singapore

04 Top untouched modernist hotel
Hotel Ritz, Lisbon

05 Best-stocked minibar
Trunk Hotel, Tokyo

06 Finest F&B director for all seasons
Frederic Kolde at the Grand
Hyatt, Banghkok

o7 First-rate long-haul refresh
Swiss E Gate's outdoor lounge,
Ziirich

08 Most consistent hotel experience
Grand Hotel aVilla Feltrinelli,
Lake Garda

09 Super high-speed space for business
Frecciarossa’s Executive Class
carriage, [taly

10 Best short-haul leg room
KLM, Netherlands

11 Host with the most
Rudi Kull, Munich

12 Sharpest domestic lounges
Qantas, Sydney

13 ‘I love that plane’ award
Swiss Bombardier C Series,
Swatzerland

14 Best new Alpine digs

QT Queenstown, Queenstowwn

15 Best lobby feature

Newsstand at Baur au Lac, Zirch

16 Most handsome crew
TAP crew, Portugal

17 Smartest restoration
The Hoxton Paris, Paris

18 Best approach
Innsbruck Airport, Austria

19 Smartest new urban hotel
Memmo Principe Real, Lisbon

20 Most cagerly awaited renovation
TWA Flight Center, New York

21 Best brand addition
Nobis, Copenhagen

22 Most eagerly awaited jet

Pilatus PC-24, Stwatzerland

23 Timeliest route addition
JAL's overnight London

service, Jokyo

24 Best dining partner

Thomas Lyons, Berlin

25 Cosiest cockrail spot
Scarfes Bar, London

26 Best Belgian discovery
1898 The Post, Ghent

27 Most original refit
The Fleming Hotel, Hong Kong

28 Strongest station revival
Bohem La Stazione, ltaly

29 Most promising new brand
Azerai, Laos

30 Subtlest interior revamp
Hotel Waldhaus, Switzerland

31 Best breakfast view
Conrad Osaka, Japan

32 High-flying team-up

Alessi X Delta Air Lines, Global

33 Top place to stay, 2018
Rooms Hotel, Thuise

34 Best motel transformations
The Drifter; Sound View, USA
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35 Tidiest tropical inn
Thc SI\N, Bda'l

36 Best in an overlooked
neighbourhood
The Pilgrm hotel, London

37 Best for a late-night bite
The Ned, London

38 Most eagerly awaited roll-out
Land Rover, UK

39 Best for a quiet read

Schloss Elmau, Germany

40 Strongest for a sense of occasion
Atlas Bar, Smgapore

41 Loveliest, liveliest lodge
Scribner’s Catskill Lodge, USA

42 Best save
Gran Melia Nacional Hotel, Rio
de Janewro

43 Best breakfast reset
Grand Hyatt Erawan, Bangkok

44 Most joined-up thinking
Rail Baltica, Balncs

45 Smartest new four-wheeler

Toyota Century, London

46 Ripe for rediscovery
Dulles International and Long
Beach airports, USA

47 Architects we'd hire
Claesson Koivisto Rune, Studio
Tack, Sweden, USA

48 One to watch in 2018
Standard Hotels, Global

49 Most ambitious transport overhaul
Toyota’s new JPN Taxi, Japan

50 Best long-haul value for money
Finnair, Finland
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Cosiest cocktail spot
* Scarfes Bar

e London

There’s no question
about it: Scarfes Bar at
the Rosewood Hotel
on High Holborn is
an unparalleled spot
for cosying up with
a contact and an
after-hours cockrail.
Named after Briush
caricaturist Gerald
Scarfe, whose work
has featured in The
New Yorker and The
Sunday Times among
many others, it
features more than
70 of the master’s
satirical sketches.
The shelves are
packed with books
and mysterious
bottles selected by
head barman Greg
Almeida. The seats
are velvety, the mood
convivial and drinks

delectable. MSS
scarfesbar.com
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Post modern

Best Belgian discovery
* 1898 The Post

* Ghent

“If you just do the same thing a bit better
or a bnt cheaper, in ume you will lose -
you have to bring a different story.” Words
of a man ralking from experience: Arnaud
Zannier, founder of Zanmer Hotels, only
appeared on the hospitality scene in 2011.
He’s successfully opened three venues
since, in the French Alps, Cambodia and,
his latest, in the Belgian city of Ghent

On the upper floors of what was once
a post office, 1898 The Post opened in
August 2017. The building had stood empty
from 2001 to 2014 when developers bought
it; having added retail and F&B clements on
the ground floor, they needed a hotel. Who
better to call than a French hotelier who,
having marricd a Belgian, had lived in the
country for more than a decade?

“I wasn’t planning to open a hotel m
Ghent.” says Zannier. “But in the next five
years it will be the best city in this country.
It's a good mix: you've got students but also
history. And we’re in the Flemish heart so
you've got a lot of strong family busmesses.”

The serendipitous result is a boutique
hotel with characterful duplex rooms,
interiors decorated with antique furniture
picked out at flea markets, a smart cocktail
bar called The Cobbler and a kitchen
that serves breakfast and afternoon tea
Zannier, meanwhile, has two hotels opening
in Namibia in 2018 and one in Vietnam
in 2019. With the small matter of a shoe
business to look after too, what's next? “T'm
fine for the moment,” he says, smiling. — DP
r898thepost.com
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